
Mr. Donald "Don" Keith
Ackerson
September 29, 1943 - March 5, 2022

Donald “Don” Ackerson, 78, beloved husband of Holly Steichmann Ackerson,
passed away on Saturday, March 5, 2022, at his residence, with his wife of 50
years at his side. 

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 AM on Wednesday, March 9, 2022, at
the Davenport Funeral Home Chapel in West Union. Burial will be in Illinois. 

In lieu of flowers, Don requested that memorial gifts be designated to cancer
research through the Mayo Clinc. Memorials in Don’s name can be made
online at www.mayoclinic.org/development or mailed to Department of
Development, Mayo Clinic, 200 First Street SW, Rochester, MN, 55905. 

 

Don was born in Evanston, Illinois, on September 29, 1943, to the late Lester
Ackerson and Hazel Albert Ackerson. Don grew up in the Rodgers Park
neighborhood of Chicago. He went to Lane Technical High and then on to the
University of Illinois. He graduated in 1966 with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Electrical Engineering. 

Don served in the United States Army from 1967 to 1969. He was assigned to
a division of the Nuclear Defense Laboratory in Edgewood, Maryland. In 1969
Don returned to Chicago and worked as a production engineer at Teletype
where he later joined their sales division. In 1970, Don met Holly and they



married on April 24, 1971. Don’s role as Department Head over Product
Management for AT&T computer parts began in 1986, and this position later
led to an assignment in New Jersey. Don and Holly lived there for six years
prior to retiring and making Lake Keowee their home in 1999. Don and Holly
were two of the first residents in the Waterford subdivision where Don served
on the Homeowners Association Board numerous times. He also enjoyed
helping other board members throughout his 22 years of residence in
Waterford. Don volunteered with Habitat for Humanity and The Golden Corner
Food Bank in Seneca. Don lived a very active retirement, entertaining family
and friends at the lake. He enjoyed golf, boating, bowling, grilling and playing
card games. He especially enjoyed playing poker with his friends on Monday
and Tuesday nights. Traveling was one of Don’s favorite interests. Together
Don and Holly visited all 50 states and more than 60 countries. 

Don was a favorite uncle to five nephews and nieces and six great-nieces and
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and brother Kenneth Ackerson. 

Don was truly a gentle soul who loved to help others. He will be watching over
all of us from Heaven. God bless you, Don. We are all so blessed to have had
you in our lives.
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January 28, 2023 at 01:03 PM

Mr. Donald "Don" Keith Ackerson

Susan and Jeff - March 08, 2022 at 08:45 PM

Dear Holly and family, Fortunately, years ago we met the two of you
through a Newcomers activity group. We were so intrigued by Don’s
storytelling, his captivating smile, his love of you, and his gentle
caring nature. We have shared many board game sessions,
cocktails, dinners , laughter and fun with you both. Memories of him,
to us a person who has stood above many others, is a treasure that
will survive with us forever. We feel blessed that you and Don have
been a part of our lives here in Seneca! Love and hugs—- Susan
and Jeff

kathy addis - March 08, 2022 at 04:56 AM

Kathy Addis lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Donald "Don" Keith Ackerson

Debra Orr - March 07, 2022 at 12:41 PM

Debra Orr lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Donald "Don" Keith Ackerson
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millie Moore - March 07, 2022 at 11:24 AM

Gene and I enjoyed playing Spades with Don. He was truly a
gentleman in every way and quite a good card player. Prayers for
his family. Millie Moore

Wayne F Barton - March 06, 2022 at 09:58 PM

Wayne F Barton sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mr. Donald "Don" Keith Ackerson

Margaret A Paull - March 06, 2022 at 06:44 PM

Don became my brother when he married Holly. He was special to
me. We shared many cruises and visiting other countries. It was
always cocktail hour in their suite, it was there he introduced me to
Manhattans as a before dinner drink. Also, after dinner or anytime. 

 He loved to play cards and other games and reveled in being the
winner. 
I'll never forget how good he was to my parents. He became their
second son. 

 Right now, I am sure he is enjoying the company of his cats Tunsis
and Eaty who crossed over the rainbow bridge before him. 

 Rest in peace, Don. 
 I Love you and I'll miss you 

 Margaret


