Harold Greene Lanford
September 10, 2010

Harold Greene Lanford, 98, died at his home in Walhalla, SC, Friday morning,
September 10, 2010. Born on August 6, 1912,to the late Elliott H. and Alice
Wilson Lanford, he was the last surviving one of his siblings: six sisters and
three brothers, one of whom was his twin. He grew up in the Keowee
Community and graduated from Keowee High School, after which he stayed
at home to operate the family’s cotton farm.

He married Ernestine Stewart in 1942, and they continued to farm, but as it
became increasingly difficult to survive “off the land,” they moved to Walhalla
in 1943. From there he went to work for the public, making a living through
jobs that would stretch over the next 53 years, covering the gamut of
manufacturing, retail, sales, management, and services. During this time,
Harold and Ernestine moved from the edge of Main Street in Walhalla, to a
home they built in the Fairfield Community, where they have lived for the last
60 years.

Upon retiring at age 62, he worked part time with Davenport Funeral Home in
Walhalla, SC, and, later, Brown Funeral Home in Seneca, SC. This
profession, for the next 22 years, gave him the chance to finally work at
something he had aspired to since adolescence. For the last time, at 84, he
retired, from “public work.”



Early retirement gave him more time to participate in community activities, as
well as do things he thoroughly enjoyed. From these he never retired. He had
joined the Masons in 1937, later became a Shriner in 1962, and was a
member of the Walhalla Lions Club for 30 years. In 1998, he was named a
Melvin Jones Fellow by the Lion’s Club International and in 2008, was
recognized as the oldest active Lion in SC.

All of his life he was faithful to the church, serving in various leadership roles
—even teaching a Sunday School class well into his 90’s. Along the way, he
found time to travel a bit, work with his bees and sell their honey, craft things
from wood, grow roses, invent useful household objects, and find water with a
forked stick. His love of history, amazing memory, and keen wit combined to
make him a grand storyteller, weaving tales for his family and friends to give
them a glimpse into a life lived for almost 100 years.

Harold is survived by Ernestine, his wife of 68 1/2 years. Left to carry on his
legacy are their children: Janice L. Comer (David) and Francis Lanford (Lynn);
grandchildren: Jon Christian, Zachary (Karen), and LeElaine Comer, Kristy L.
Pucylowski (Zane), and Andrew Lanford; and great-grandsons: Jonathan and
Walker Pucylowski.

Funeral services will be conducted at 2:00 PM Sunday, September 12, 2010,
at College Street Baptist Church by Rev. Ken Reid and Rev. David Comer.
Entombment with Masonic Rites will follow in Oconee Memorial Park
Mausoleum.

Casketbeareres will be Jan Christian Comer, Zachery Comer, Andrew
Lanford, Zane Pucylowski, Bob Baltzer and Julian Yelton. The Walhalla Lions
Club will serve as Honorary Escort.



Memorials may be made to College Street Baptist, 401 South College Street,
Walhalla, SC 29691; OMC Hospice of the Foothills, attn: Foundation Office,
298 Memorial Drive, Seneca, SC 29672; or The Walhalla Lions Club, 2214
Westminster Highway, Walhalla, SC 29691.
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January 28, 2023 at 01:03 PM

Mrs. Lanford and family, | am very sadden to hear of your loss. Both
of you were always so nice to me when | was growing up. | will
never forget when Mr Lanford gave all of us little boys in his Sunday
School class a yo-yo for Christmas. That was over 40 years ago. |
still have that yo-yo to this day. It is one of my prized possessions
and every time | see it, | think of him and remember what a kind and
gentle man he was. My prayers are with you. May God be with you
always. Brettt#timported-begin##Brett Murphree##imported-end##

September 21, 2010 at 10:10 AM

Frank and family: our thoughts and prayers are with you during
these days of grief. Regardless of age, it is never easy to give up
those we love. He had a wonderful life and he certainly is in a better
place. | pray that the memories of the past bring comfort and peace
to you today. My God bless and keep you in His hands!

Bob and Faith Couch##imported-begin##Bob Couch##imported-
end#t#

September 13, 2010 at 02:17 PM

Our thoughts and prayers are with you.##imported-begin##Larry
and Nancy Harvey##imported-end##

September 12, 2010 at 10:01 PM



Mr. Harold Lanford left us a powerful legacy that will serve us all
well to remember and follow. He was a man who believed in service
above self.

My thoughts and prayers are with you, Mrs. Lanford, Janice and
Frank. Reflect often upon the invaluable memories he left. Those |
call, parting gifts.##imported-begint#John Kelley##imported-end##

September 11, 2010 at 06:38 PM

We cannot take away your pain in the lost of Harold, but we wanted
you to know how saddened we are to hear of your loss. Please
know how very sorry we are.

Merle and Harrison Orrit#fimported-begin##Merle Orri#imported-
end#t#

September 11, 2010 at 11:29 AM
Dear Janice,Mrs.Lanford and Frank, You are in my heart and
prayers. Gosh, your dad had a great life, didn't he! The obit is so
interesting. He and my uncle Sonny Roach (across the road) were
good buddies. | would love to see you.
Email me sometime.

Love, Janice##timported-begin##Janice Deal##imported-end##

September 11, 2010 at 11:17 AM

##imported-begin##Charley & Sharon Dilworth##imported-end##

September 10, 2010 at 10:23 PM



Our prayers are with you.##imported-begin##Reg and Peggy
Tatumittimported-end#i#

September 10, 2010 at 08:22 PM

My dear Mrs. Lanford, please accept my sympathy, thoughts, love,
and prayers at this time. You and the family will be in our minds and
hearts daily. Love to you, Peggy Fleming##imported-begin##Peggy
G. Fleming##imported-end##

September 10, 2010 at 08:13 PM

Our hearts are saddened to learn of Harold's death. If we can be of
any help to the family at this time, please let us know. Our thoughts
and prayers are with you. Love, Cornelia and B.F.##imported-
begin##Cornelia and B.F. Pepper##imported-end##

September 10, 2010 at 08:08 PM



