Dr. William Harrell Lee

August 26, 1929 - March 24, 2016

Dr. William Harrell Lee, 86, died March 24, 2016 at Lila Doyle Nursing Facility.
Dr. Lee was born in Frisco City, Alabama, on August 26, 1929, to James
Thomas Lee and Mabel Harrell Lee. He attended a twelve room school there,
spending one year at Marion Military School. After graduation from Frisco City
High School, he left for Emory University, where he graduated in 1950 and
later received his M.D. in 1954. He completed a surgical internship at Grady
Hospital in Atlanta, a general practice residency at Ireland Army Hospital in
Fort Knox, Kentucky, and a pediatric residency at the Medical College of
Georgia at Augusta, Georgia. Dr. Lee was a Board Certified Fellow of the
American Board of Pediatrics.

After a year in practice at Carrollton, Georgia, Dr. Lee established his practice
in Seneca in 1962, with privileges at Oconee Memorial Hospital. He was the
first pediatrician in the Oconee, Pickens, and Anderson County area. Oconee
Hospital, at that time, was located at the current Lila Doyle builiding, so Dr.
Lee began his Oconee practice in the building where he spent the last years
of his life. Over the many years of medical career he took care of many
thousands of children, and he loved every one of them. When he retired, his
wish was to be thirty years old and do it all over again. He took special
pleasure in being the doctor for the children at the Tamassee DAR School. Dr.
Lee remained in Seneca for 44 years, until his retirement in 2006.



Dr. Lee grew up close to the Gulf of Mexico, and enjoyed the water all of his
life. Boating, fishing, and swimming were idyllic times for him. He was a fine
gardener and his flower beds were beautiful. He loved his family and enjoyed
backyard picnics when the whole crowd could get together. We all will
remember with happiness, mental pictures of children jumping off the dock,
teens jet-skiing, adults eating watermelon, and laughing about family
memories.

He is survived by his wife, Martha Sanderson Lee; four children, Ginger
Mullinax, William Lee, Jr. (Janna), Amy Bohnslav (Jeffery), and Holly Sawyer
(Robert); ten grandchildren, four great-grandchildren; sister, Margaret Ponhl
(Paul); and brother, John Thomas Lee (Louise).

A memorial service will be held at 2:00 PM, Thursday, March 31, 2016, at
University Lutheran Church, 111 Sloan Street, Clemson, SC.

Visitation will be held at Davenport Funeral Home in West Union, from 6:00-
8:00 PM, on Wednesday, March 30, 2016.

Memorials may be made to Tamassee DAR School, PO Box 8, Tamassee, SC
29678, or University Lutheran Church, 111 Sloan Street, Clemson, SC 29631.
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Tribute Wall

Dr. William Harrell Lee

January 28, 2023 at 01:03 PM

This tribute is posted 5 1/2 years since his passing. It is my hope
that his children/grandchildren see it and know that so many of us in
the Pickens and Oconee County area cherished this wonderful,
person. Dr. Lee retired the same year my Mom died. She credited
him for saving my life when | was three and had pneumonia. We
loved Dr Lee and I will admit seeing him twice when | was in "too
old" in college and ill. There will never be another like Dr. Lee. |
know that he is enjoying the bounty of Heaven!!!

Suzanna Fulton - October 01, 2021 at 09:12 AM
Extremely sadened by the passing of Dr. Lee. He was the best
doctor | will probably ever have & had the coldest stethoscope
known to man! | remember thinking as a child that "this must be
SUPERMAN" because he looked and acted, with his calm
demeanor & quick wit, like Clark Kent. But he was a real life

superhero & the world is a colder, darker place without him...

Shane Crowe - April 01, 2016 at 09:22 PM

Also you were one of a kind. ]
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Julius Collins - April 01, 2016 at 01:08 AM



. | wish to send condolences to the family. He was one of the two
best doctors | will ever have. May he join Dr. Milner in heaven now.
Dr. Lee treated me often. | have sickle-cell anemia and he saw me
often. He was even so kind as to not bill me a couple of times. He
told me to use my mind, not my behind. W-Wonderfil, I-Insightful, L-
Loyal, L-Loving, I-Intelligemt, A-Awesome, M-Miracle. | will never
forget you Dr. Lee. You allowed me to stay in touch as | grew into
an adult. You were more than a doctor, you were an inspiration and
an angel. Not to mention, you were a Godsend. | will miss you. |
love you Dr. Lee.

Bvi

Julius Collins - April 01, 2016 at 01:05 AM

Julie Alexander lit a candle in memory of Dr. I

William Harrell Lee

julie alexander - April 01, 2016 at 12:33 AM

He was such a caring and wonderful doctor for me and my brother
and sister. | remember when he made a house call for me when |
had the chicken pox so my folks wouldn't have to take me out for an
appointment. He was always gentle, courteous to a fault and a
gentleman without a doubt. He will be missed.

Doug Warner - March 31, 2016 at 01:03 PM



Prayers for the family of such an incredible I
man. He was my doctor as a child and | will

forever remember how special he was. l |

Kara Neal - March 30, 2016 at 03:07 PM

Dr. Lee was such a blessing to my family. He t
was always available for any emergency or

office visit the same day. His kindness, I
compassion, and humor was always “
appreciated! | never left his office that he did

not reassure me and calm my fears. God bless him and keep him.
We will forever be grateful to him. Merry Lynn Kelley

Merry Kelley - March 30, 2016 at 02:34 PM

Randy & Cleta Bryson lit a candle in memory
of Dr. William Harrell Lee

!
Randy & Cleta Bryson - March 30, 2016 at 01:18 PM

Leland And Richadene Talley lit a candle in
memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

W

Leland and Richadene Talley - March 29, 2016 at 06:20 PM



Heather McCutcheon lit a candle in memory I

of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Heather McCutcheon - March 29, 2016 at 01:12 PM

Dear Family,

So saddened about Dr. Lee's death but | believe he is walking on
streets of gold with no limp and feeding himself and enjoying sitting
around the banquet table unlike when

| saw him at the rest home. He was my doctor and then he was my
children'’s doctor. He

was always so kind and humble.

He was instrumental with the help of the good Lord in helping save
my nephew's life from something like typhoid fever I believe. He
was not helped in a hospital in another county.

| liked the fact that he sent my daughter to a specialist in Atlanta
with her heart condition. He was so caring and concerned. | like that
in any doctor.

He also told me about stopping by Emory to see a patient who was
hospitalized there.

| can't tell you how wonderful he was! | will miss going by to see him
at Lila Doyle but | believe all his pain and suffering has been turned
into a glorious time celebrating in

heaven. You all are in my thoughts and prayers. Sorry | won't be
able to attend the

services.

In Christ's love,
Bernice Satterfield ( and family)

Bernice Satterfield - March 29, 2016 at 09:03 AM



Our family love Dr. Lee and his Southern Gentlemen personalty. He
was a very kind and love all his childern patients. He first cared for my
baby sister and later my son who had birth damage. He was quick to
locate a special ist for his problem. Because Dr. Lee cared so much
our son has lived a very normal and healthy life. We will miss him just
knowing he is no longer with us. We know he is in a better place. He
had a heart that could only belong to God. We Pray for the family. May
you know the confort only God can give you.

Robbie Ann White & son Michael

Robbie Ann White - March 30, 2016 at 10:29 PM

Glenn, Mary, Steven & Jessica Davis lit a ]
candle in memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Glenn, Mary, Steven & Jessica Davis - March 29, 2016 at 07:59 AM

Linda Freeman lit a candle in memory of Dr. ]
William Harrell Lee

Linda Freeman - March 29, 2016 at 01:46 AM

Dr. Lee was a great doctor to all my children, we thought a lot of him.

Linda Freeman - March 29, 2016 at 01:50 AM



my children went to dr lee as there dr. they loved him he was so
kind and very understanding he was a great dr. i want to send my
deepest sympathy to his family and hope to send some prayes at
this time.

coral melton - March 28, 2016 at 05:00 PM

Coral Melton lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

“

coral melton - March 28, 2016 at 04:56 PM

Betty Long lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

!
Betty Long - March 27, 2016 at 09:17 PM

Melanie Durham lit a candle in memory of Dr. t

William Harrell Lee
“I

Melanie Durham - March 27, 2016 at 08:55 PM



Juanita Johns lit a candle in memory of Dr. S

William Harrell Lee
i

juanita johns - March 27, 2016 at 02:28 PM

i am adam crowe one of his patients i liked him very much sorry for
your loss.
adam crowe - March 27, 2016 at 01:01 PM

Frankie Burrell lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

Frankie Burrell - March 27, 2016 at 04:26 AM

Blease H Harper lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

W
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Blease H Harper - March 26, 2016 at 09:41 AM



Beth Ramey Keaton lit a candle in memory of
Dr. William Harrell Lee

£

Beth Ramey Keaton - March 26, 2016 at 08:29 AM

Dr Lee was a great pediatrician...l loved the ]
fact that Dr Lee reminded me of a country

doctor with all his compassion and caring...my | .
son loved Dr Lee too and never minded going u
to the doctor...todays young grads should be

required to "shadow" someone like Dr Lee...rest in peace and know
how you affected so many lives

susan ragsdale - March 26, 2016 at 05:03 AM

Dr. Lee was a kind and loving doctor to my ]
children : Garvin, Barrett and Natalia. He

always had a kind word for me especially |
when they were not well. u
Audrey Barker - March 25, 2016 at 10:01 PM

Jim@BeckyManley lit a candle in memory of t
Dr. William Harrell Lee

i

Jim@BeckyManley - March 25, 2016 at 08:41 PM



Dr Lee was a wonderful Dr. He loved children he was my children's
pedestrian and when my oldest daughter turned 19 she would only
see Dr. Lee she got pregnant and went to him he told her she had
to see a different Dr he wouldn't be able to be her Dr anymore she
cried so much and it broke his heart. Rip Dr Lee we love you

patricia vaughn - March 25, 2016 at 08:23 PM

Dr. Lee will be missed he was the best ]
b
patricia vaughn - March 25, 2016 at 08:12 PM

A good friend and customer while | was at
Edwards.

He and | always had great visits while he was '
at Lila-Doyle.

Will be missed.
Always a humble man.

‘ |

Don and Darlene Albertson - March 25, 2016 at 07:39 PM

Anne Opperman lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

W

Anne Opperman - March 25, 2016 at 07:39 PM



Anne Opperman And Family lit a candle in
memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Anne Opperman and family - March 25, 2016 at 07:35 PM

Linda Sloan Whitten lit a candle in memory of
Dr. William Harrell Lee

Linda Sloan Whitten - March 25, 2016 at 04:48 PM

Elissa Root lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

Elissa Root - March 25, 2016 at 04:45 PM

Louise Towe lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

Louise Towe - March 25, 2016 at 02:57 PM
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Dr. Lee was a wonderful man. When our son was born in 1972 at
Oconee Memorial he was very kind to this first time mom telling me
everything would be ok, and he was exactly right. Throughout the
years he continued to be our son's doctor until one day our son, on
his way home from Clemson University, decided to stop by Dr. Lee's
office to see if he would do something to make him feel better. He
did help him feel better but as our son was leaving the office, Dr.
Lee kindly patted him on the back and said, "Son you are now 24
years old. You need to find a GP for adults!"

What a Southern Gentle Man he was. Thank you to the Lee Family
for sharing him with all of us.
Sincerely, Louise & Clarence Towe

Louise Towe - March 25, 2016 at 02:56 PM

Dr. Lee was one of the best doctors EVER!! He saved my brother's
life when he was about 2 years old. Tyler became vey sick and
lifeless. He was admitted to the hospital and at the time he had a
different doctor. After the doctor kept telling my parents "you are not
feeding him correctly" blaming my parents for the reason he was in
the hospital. My mom promptly fired him and brought in Dr. Lee. He
came in, got right to work and by the next day Tyler was doing
better, he went home a couple of days later. Needless to say he
became our doctor that day until we were 18. He will be missed!
Tara Burnette

tara burnette - March 25, 2016 at 01:07 PM



l+.Shelby
Hendersol
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Dr. Lee was one of a kind. | remember when my daughter received
her too old letter... she was in her twenties! She was so upset. As a
new mom, | relied on him. | would call him at 2am and he would talk
with me as if it were midday. He was never bothered... never in a
hurry... and truly cared about my child and me. No words can
express how much he meant to me and my daughter. He inspired
her to be successful and took the worry away when | was so
concerned about "what to do's" as a new mom. Heaven shines a
little brighter now... because Dr. Lee is back home with God. We
love you. Dr. Lee. You will always be remembered.

Shelby Henderson - March 25, 2016 at 12:32 PM

Shelby Henderson lit a candle in memory of |
Dr. William Harrell Lee

AN

Shelby Henderson - March 25, 2016 at 12:20 PM

St. Mark caring ministry visited with Dr. Lee each Monday. For many
months her was glad to see us. | send prayers to you, his family. He
has earned his heavenly home.

Joan Chittenden

Joan Chittenden - March 25, 2016 at 12:15 PM



Dr. Lee was my children's doctor and would have been my
grandbabies doctor if he had still been practicing. | have many
wonderful memories of Dr. Lee and his kindness when we mothers
would freak out when our children would be sick. He would assure
us everything would be alright and took as much care of us as he
did the children. One of my most favorite memory is when my son
(who was 22) had a sore throat and went to Dr. Lee's office for
treatment. Dr. Lee in his low kind voice after treating him said Son, |
think it is time you get another doctor, you are no longer a baby. My
son was heartbroken to have to leave his care.

My God Bless the family and may you always know that he was
loved by many.

Beverly Whitfield and family

Beverly Whitfield - March 25, 2016 at 10:05 AM
Dr. Lee was an amazing person and pediatrician. .. | also cried
when | became "too old" to have him as my doctor. | later took my
son to Dr. Lee when in SC. He was a close friend of our family,
especially daddy, and even made housecalls when daddy was

pastor at Utica. He will be greatly missed.

Tina Richardson Anders - March 25, 2016 at 09:23 AM

Pamela Hawthorne lit a candle in memory of 1

Dr. William Harrell Lee

Pamela Hawthorne - March 25, 2016 at 09:16 AM



Tina Richardson Anders lit a candle in |

memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Tina Richardson Anders - March 25, 2016 at 09:16 AM

Thank you, Dr. Lee, for your service to the children of Oconee
County!!! You were totally devoted to each and everyone of them!!!' |
especially want to thank you for caring for my three children!!! You
took amazing care of them - you were so gentle with them!!! You
loved every child and there are many people still living because of
your knowledge and care!!! My youngest called you "Dr. Leaf" and
your favorite words were, "You hear now?" Prayers of comfort and
strength for your family.

Anne Cannon - March 25, 2016 at 09:06 AM

Carolyn Brandt lit a candle in memory of Dr. ]
William Harrell Lee

AN

Carolyn Brandt - March 25, 2016 at 08:18 AM



Lisa Pate & Brady Arnold lit a candle in "
memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee
Lisa Pate & Brady Arnold - March 25, 2016 at 07:40 AM

Dr. Lee was a wonderful doctor. He was so
caring, not with just the children but with the
parents also. He will be missed
greatly.Praying for the family. May God bless
you all.

W

Judy Fricks - March 25, 2016 at 07:30 AM

Dr. Lee was our pediatrician growing up and | ]
had the privilege of doing my externship at his

office. | later worked part-time on Saturdays I

at his practice while finishing out my studies. u
He was an excellent physician, teacher and

kind and loving soul. He always took the time to stop and talk when
we would run into each other in the years to follow. | will hold his
memory in my heart forever.

Teresa Kelley Whitmire

Teresa Whitmire - March 25, 2016 at 06:51 AM



JIM FARMER lit a candle in memory of Dr. .
William Harrell Lee

JIM FARMER - March 25, 2016 at 05:00 AM

RIP Dr. Lee. You touched many hearts and have earned your Eternal
Rest.

JIM FARMER - March 25, 2016 at 05:02 AM

Mandi Alexander lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

W

mandi alexander - March 25, 2016 at 04:48 AM

He was always there for my children when I
they were ill. You will be missed Doctor.
Thank you. Jean,Mona,Karen.

Norma Patton - March 24, 2016 at 11:59 PM



My condolences to the Lee family. Dr. Lee 1
was a great and honorable man.

ScottnSandra Smith - March 24, 2016 at 11:27 PM

April Bagwell lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

April Bagwell - March 24, 2016 at 10:10 PM

April Bagwell sent a virtual gift in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

April Bagwell - March 24, 2016 at 10:10 PM



DR. LEE was the best doctor ever for children, He was my doctor as
a child! | went to his office my whole childhood and teenage years.
Lol | remember when | was 16 and he broke the news to me that
before long | would have to get family doctor for adults. | cried, and
it broke his heart. He was such a sweetheart, | wanted to go even
when | wasn't really sick!lol! When | had my son | found out he was
no longer practicing | was upset. There will Never be another
pediatrician as good as him! | Pray his family will be ok through this
hard time. And | wanna thank GOD that | got to know such a
extraordinary man! May God bless the family, and may Dr. LEE rest

April Bagwell - March 24, 2016 at 10:08 PM

QLori

Johnson Lori Johnson lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

1
Lori Johnson - March 24, 2016 at 09:45 PM

Charlotte lit a candle in memory of Dr. William
Harrell Lee

AW N

Charlotte - March 24, 2016 at 09:37 PM



Jean lit a candle in memory of Dr. William
Harrell Lee

Jean - March 24, 2016 at 09:28 PM

Joyce Lusk lit a candle in memory of Dr. !
William Harrell Lee

joyce lusk - March 24, 2016 at 09:22 PM
So sorry for your loss our thoughts and prayers are with you in this
time of sorrow. Mary and June Shobe

Mary Shobe - March 24, 2016 at 09:21 PM
ill never forget all the times he helped my son he was my sons dr
from the day he was born till he was 18yrs old and then my son

didnt want to go to another dr he was a fine person

joyce lusk - March 24, 2016 at 09:21 PM



Lynn And Gary Hamby lit a candle in memory
of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Lynn and Gary Hamby - March 24, 2016 at 09:18 PM

Cindy Freeman lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

Cindy Freeman - March 24, 2016 at 09:14 PM

Becky Nelms lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

Becky Nelms - March 24, 2016 at 08:43 PM

Phil, Debbie, Brooks, & Landon Garrett it a
candle in memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

-

=

Phil, Debbie, Brooks, & Landon Garrett - March 24, 2016 at 08:42 PM



Joyce Montjoy lit a candle in memory of Dr. |

William Harrell Lee

Joyce Montjoy - March 24, 2016 at 08:23 PM

My mother, Helen Smith Watson worked for Dr. Lee when he first
came to Seneca and stayed with him for the next 5 years. He was
the pediatrician for my 2 oldest daughters, many fond and loving
memories of a great man and wonderful Doctor, "You Hear"

Sandy Smith Williams

Sandy Williams - March 24, 2016 at 08:15 PM
Ginger and all the Lee family, our prayers are with you during this
most difficult time of losing a beloved family member. Just know that
you have the assured hope of meeting him again. Roger and Doris
Riggins

Roger and Doris Riggins - March 24, 2016 at 08:00 PM

Geraldine Cannon Becker lit a candle in "

memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Geraldine Cannon Becker - March 24, 2016 at 07:43 PM



Joyce & Clyde Lusk lit a candle in memory of 1

Dr. William Harrell Lee
‘*

Joyce & Clyde Lusk - March 24, 2016 at 07:39 PM

Dr. Lee is a legend in Oconee County. Good memories of his
comforting advice and care for my children.
Dan & Lori Chappelear - March 24, 2016 at 07:29 PM

Christel Pulver lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

Christel Pulver - March 24, 2016 at 07:11 PM

Dr. Lee was the Best Boss I've ever had! He ]
was Wonderful to work with.

v

Crystal Pelfrey DuBose - March 24, 2016 at 06:53 PM



Doug And Linda Reese Nix lit a candle in I1
memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Doug and Linda Reese Nix - March 24, 2016 at 06:50 PM

Lathel And Sonya Dobson lit a candle in I1
memory of Dr. William Harrell Lee

Lathel and Sonya Dobson - March 24, 2016 at 06:41 PM
Prayers for the family. Sweet memories of a very kind doctor. Curtis
and Rachel Branch family.

Rachel Branch - March 24, 2016 at 06:30 PM

Fran Davis lit a candle in memory of Dr. £

William Harrell Lee

fran davis - March 24, 2016 at 06:24 PM



I enjoyed working at OMH with Dr. Lee. I'm the girl he asked to
make him a sign for his boat with the name "PASS TIME". | felt so

honored . He was a wonderful person , and a great Doctor to his
patients. Prayers for the family.

Denise Shytle - March 24, 2016 at 06:19 PM

The most wonderful compassionate Dr ever!
He was so wonderful to my 2 boys =) Dr.Lee
sincerely loved "his" children. It was not just a |

Job to him RIP sweet man

AN

Tammy McAlister - March 24, 2016 at 06:15 PM

Kathy Addis lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

£

kathy addis - March 24, 2016 at 05:56 PM

Nancy Goehle lit a candle in memory of Dr.
William Harrell Lee

W

Nancy Goehle - March 24, 2016 at 05:27 PM



Dr Lee family is in my thoughts and prayers he will be missed

Norma Rowland - March 24, 2016 at 05:00 PM

Norma Rowland lit a candle in memory of Dr. ]
William Harrell Lee

AW

Norma Rowland - March 24, 2016 at 04:57 PM

DR WILLIAM LEE WILL BE MISSED HE TOOK OF MY KIDS
EXSPECIALLY MY BABY DAUGHTER SHE TOOK RSV WHEN
SHE WAS NINE MONTHS OLD STAYED IN THE HOSPITAL
SEVEN DAYS WITH PRAYERS ANDDR LEE SHE PULLED
THROUGH DR LEE WAS A GREAT DOCTOR YOU ALL ARE IN
MY THOUGHTS A

Norma Rowland - March 24, 2016 at 04:55 PM

Nina James lit a candle in memory of Dr. ]

William Harrell Lee
'u

Nina James - March 24, 2016 at 04:53 PM



My sympathy with family of Dr.Lee. ]

Jackie Galbreath - March 24, 2016 at 04:11 PM

Dr. Lee was a joy to work with at the hospital, a fellow church
member for many years, and we were blessed to have him take
care of our children. It was always so comforting as a nurse to
watch Dr. Lee care for every child in such a special way. Even the
babies in the nursery benefited from special words spoken to them
by Dr. Lee. Having the opportunity to make hospital rounds with him
and to benefit from his teachings was an honor. So many special
memories of things he did and the special way he did them! Hls
smile and soft spoken voice always made you feel peace even in a
crisis. He was a treasure and our lives were blessed to call him
friend! Please know that our thoughts and prayers are with you all.
Steve & Debbie (Edwards) Morehead

Debbie Morehead - March 24, 2016 at 03:27 PM

You will be greatly missed you were my ]
childrens dr for years and always knew what

to say and do for them | I

Vicki Pierce-neal - March 24, 2016 at 03:14 PM




Dr. Lee was the best doctor ever. We raised 5 children and he
helped us raise all of them. He will be truly missed. They don't make
doctors like him anymore. | called him at 3 AM one morning
because one of my children was sick and he answered the phone
and told me what to do. One of my children would jump in his lap for
a hug, even when we saw him in a restaurant. When she had to see
someone else because he wasn't in one day, she let the other
doctor know he wasn't her doctor, it was Dr. Lee. We all loved him
like he was a part of our family. Martha, you and your family are in
our prayers. | know it has been hard for you, but he was very
blessed to have you care for him as you did. Laura Sloan and family

Laura Sloan - March 24, 2016 at 02:46 PM



